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The coalition on a mission to end youth 

homelessness in Wales



A Brief Introduction 

to EYHC...
EYHC first launched in 2017 as a coalition 

of Welsh homelessness charities, with the 

support of our patron, Michael Sheen, 

and First Minister at the time, Carwyn 

Jones, who pledged to end youth 

homelessness by 2027.



Coordinating 

Collective Impact

Amplification of 

Youth Voice

Research Championing 

Innovation & Best 

Practice

Our Work / Ein 

Gwaith
The Four Key Tenants of our work are...
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The Roadmap
UNIVERSAL PREVENTION
Preventing youth homelessness risks 

across the population at large.

e.g. provision of sufficient affordable 

housing for young people.

TARGETED PREVENTION
Upstream prevention focused on high 

risk/vulnerable young people and risky 

transitions, such as leaving prison.

e.g. transition pathways from care to sustainable 

housing.

CRIS IS  PREVENTION
Preventing homelessness likely to 

occur within 56 days, in line with Welsh 

legislation which asks local authorities 

to intervene to help households 

threatened with homelessness.

e.g. family mediation
EMERGENCY PREVENTION
Support for those at immediate risk of 

homelessness, especially young people 

sleeping rough.

e.g. community hosting

RECOVERY 

PREVENTION

Prevention of 

repeat 

homelessness - 

sofa surfing & 

rough sleeping.

e.g. Housing First 

for Youth 



Over 6300 young people 

aged 16-25 sought 

support for homelessness 

in Wales

21 is the median age 

for the first 

experience of 

homelessness 

73% of people who are 

homeless once will be 

homeless again 

Increase in the average time 

young people spend in TA: 

71% (113 days) for 18-25 y/o 

and 35% (84 days) for 16-17 

y/o

Youth homelessness in 

numbers



Family breakdown is 

the leading cause of 

youth homelessness 

Young people face 

financial 

disadvantages in 

saving, benefits, and 

wages

Young people face 

discrimination in 

housing 

Young people may 

lack life skills necessary 

to maintain a stable 

home 

Young people are 

vulnerable to 

exploitation 

Why is youth homelessness 

different?



Homelessness White Paper

• Threatened with homelessness 

definition Increase from 6 weeks 

to 6 months

• Changes to intentionality test

• Changes to the priority need test 

in theory 

• Identify, refer, and cooperate

• Lack of a true preventative 

focus

• Changes to priority need test in 

practice 

• Lack of change to the local 

connection test 

• Absence of Schools and other 

education provides in the duty 

to identify refer and cooperate 
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