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LAST YEAR: KEY POINTS

❑  WIDESPREAD CONCERNS, HALF OF HOUSEHOLDS: SYSTEM NOT 

JUST SOCIAL

❑  LONG TERM, NON-SUDDEN EMERGENCE OF TROUBLESOME TRINITY

❑ KEY DRIVER 1: RISE IN REAL PRICES AHEAD OF INCOMES: SYSTEM

❑ KEY DRIVER 2: POOREST TWO DECILES  ‘LEFT BEHIND’: MORAL

❑  HOUSING SYSTEM IS NOT WELL FUNCTIONING:  OWNERSHIP 

CHANGED

❑  FLAT, DIMINISHING POLICY BUDGETS SWAMPED BY OTHER POLICY 

CHOICES

❑  BUSINESS, AND GOVERNANCE, AS USUAL FAILS.

THIS IS A TALE OF TWO SYSTEMS, THE MARKET AND 

GOVERNANCE. THE LATTER HAS LITTLE SENSE OF 

WHAT HOUSING IS AND DOES. 

 WE NEED A BETTER STORY 



HOUSING IS …..

HOUSING IS ONE OF THE MAJOR INTEGRATIVE SYSTEMS IN THE SOCIAL, 

ECONOMIC, CULTURAL AND ENVIRONMENTAL  HOUSEHOLDS, 

NEIGHBOURHOODS, REGIONS (RURAL AND METROPOLITAN),  AND NATIONS.

POLICY CUTS IT DOWN TO ‘STARTS AND NEEDS’ IN MINOR MINISTRIES AND 

NEITHER RECOGNISES NOR GOVERNS  THE SYSTEM  HEFT AND COMPLEXITY.

HOUSING IS A NOUN: IT IS A REAL CAPITAL INFRASTRUCTURE AND ASSET THAT 

IS EMBEDDED IN PLACES, IT  HAS COMPLEX ATTRIBUTES OF SPACE, QUALITY, 

ENERGY EFFICIENCY, NEIGHBOURHOOD QUALITY AND AMENITY, ACCESSIBILITY 

TO WIDER HOUSEHOLD ACTIVITY SITES. IT IS AN ASSET.

HOUSING IS A VERB: PROCESSES INVOLVE COMPLEX CONSTRUCTION, 

FINANCING, MAINTAINING, SELLING.

THE KEY GOAL OF HOUSING GOVERNANCE  SHOULD BE TO ENSURE MARKET 

AND NON-MARKET SYSTEMS DELIVER THE BEST POSSIBLE OUTCOMES 

RELATED TO THESE ATTRIBUTES AND ACTIVITIES THAT, WITH OTHER PUBLIC 

AND PRIVATE CHOICES DRIVE HOUSEHOLD AND NATIONAL WELLBEING. 

IN SHORT, GOVERNANCE SHOULD BE FOCUSSED ON ALIGNING MULTIPLE 

HOUSING SYSTEM OUTCOMES TO POLICY MISSIONS THAT DRIVE 

IMPROVEMENT IN THE NATIONAL PERFORMANCE FRAMEWORK.

WE DON’T SEE THESE OUTCOMES. NOR A STRATEGIC POLICY PROCESS. 

THE HOUSING SECTOR LOBBIES NEED TO PUT ASIDE THEIR DIVISIONS AND 

WRITE THE EXPANDED NARRATIVE OF WHAT HOUSING IS, AND WHAT IT DOES. 



PRODUCTIVE

PALLIATIVE 
PREVENTATIVE

CLASSIFY YOUR 
OUTCOMES, RELATE 
THEM TO MISSIONS, AND 
LINK THEM 
INDIVIDUALLY, AND AS 
PART OF MISSIONS, TO 
THE NATIONAL 
PERFORMANCE 
FRAMEWORK. 
WORK 
COLLABORATIVELY.
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