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• I’m speaking 

• If you cannot hear any audio, please 

raise your hand by clicking this icon on 

your screen 

• Use this icon to let us know you wish to 

contribute verbally throughout 
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You also have the 

option to contribute 

by typing 

questions/commen

ts into the 

questions box 
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• Click on this orange 

arrow to hide the 

webinar panel during the 

webinar   

• Click on it again to bring 

it back 
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1. Homelessness is gendered. An understanding of women’s, and their children’s, 
experiences and the causes of their risk of homelessness is essential if we are to 
develop effective responses in Scotland to tackle and prevent women’s homelessness. 
 

2. A “dispute within the household: violent or abusive” was given as the main reason for 
homelessness by 4,395 applicants; 78% of applications in this category were made by 
women, and more than half had children on their application.  More women make a 
homeless application under this category, than for any other reason. 
 

3. A recent EHRC report highlighted that, “evidence presented so far does not capture 
‘hidden’ homelessness.” The report comments that women’s homelessness is of 
particular concern and that women aged 34 and under, households with children, and 
lone parents (the vast majority of whom are women) are at particular risk. 

 
. 



In 2016, a research report carried out by women with lived experience of domestic abuse and 
homelessness in Fife found that women were let down by a housing system and forced 
women to become homeless to escape domestic abuse.  

 
View of service provider 
• More than half of service providers (58%) agreed or strongly agreed that some women 

claim domestic or sexual abuse when they have not experienced it. 
 

• Only 14% of service providers agreed that women who experience domestic abuse are able 
to make appropriate decisions about how to handle their situation 

 
• Almost half (47%) of service providers were not confident about giving information about 

how to exclude an abusive partner, or what action could be taken against a perpetrator. 
 



Views of women 
 

• The response women received from the council required that they and often their children 
move out of their home. It questioned the validity of their experience, did not challenge 
their partner’s entitlement to remain in the home, or offer any safe alternatives to moving 
out (e.g. tenancy transfer or additional home security measures). 

 
• Only a small number of women were able to remain in their home. They also experienced 

a lack of control over their situation and fear of further abuse. Support from a range of 
agencies was highlighted as essential in allowing them to remain in their home. 
 





 






