The right to a good
home in Wales

A CALL TO ‘BACK THE BILL’ —the right to adequate housing in Wales

Wales is in the midst of a housing crisis. Demand significantly outstrips supply. Many people are
unable to afford homes in their local communities. And, for some, the suitability — and safety - of their
home is grossly inadequate. It was the housing crisis that contributed to the tragic circumstances of
the Grenfell fire in North London in 2017, claiming 72 lives. We must put measures in place to avoid
this ever happening again.

We believe that at the core of any solution to the housing crisis is a national commitment to
the fundamental principle that every one of us should have a human right —underpinned by
law — to access adequate and sustainable housing.

As we consider this landmark legislation, the country is battling its worst public health crisis in living
memory which has sadly led to loss of life. Governments at all levels have responded to
unprecedented demand for support, including in the housing sector where a rights-based approach
has been adopted, in particular for those experiencing the blight of homelessness. Out of tragic
circumstances, there is a renewed understanding of — and momentum behind — the concept of
housing as a basic right; for a Wales where the threats of homelessness, inaccessibility and
unaffordability are things of the past.

A Bill for the right to adequate housing would create a legislative framework to help address some of
the key issues of the day:

Homelessness: ensuring we build on some of the measures taken during the COVID-19 crisis,
including maximising investment in social housing and support

Security of tenure: strengthening the position of Welsh Government in its rights-based approach,
better balancing the rights of tenants to live in security with those of private landlords

Accessible housing: ensuring proper consideration of disabled people’s rights in a housing context,
giving them a voice to have those rights recognised and, if needed, enforced

Black, Asian and minority ethnic people, young people and other minority or disadvantaged
groups’access to affordable housing: where local authorities would need to consider the needs of
particularly disadvantaged groups in the development of local strategies and the supply of affordable
homes

Resource: will push housing up the policy priority list and in turn ensure increased focus of resource
and investment, tackling the chronic under-supply of housing as well as support services
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